	EMMS PRACTITIONERS PANEL



	For staff and volunteers to share good practice about collections management,

display and interpretation, audience development and workforce development




The next meeting at Nottingham Castle Museum & Art Gallery on Thursday 26 January 2012 will have two themes:

An outside expert’s opinion – how can this help?

and

Arts Council England and museums

In the morning we will look at Nottingham City Museums & Galleries’ varied experience of Peer Reviews of their natural history, costume and textiles and industrial collections.  These reviews are carried out by outside specialists with significant knowledge of not only the collection type being reviewed, but also of the potential National and International significance of the collection.  This allows the museum to highlight niche areas of the collection which may be suitable for Designation, to prioritise objects for salvage in the case of an emergency, and to prevent disposal of important artefacts.

 This session will be particularly useful if you’re thinking about:

· Reviewing your Collections Strategy or Policy

· Rationalising your collections

· Accreditation or Designation

· Valuing objects for the European Audit
· Applying for external funding
Lunch will be provided, and during this time there’s a chance to:

· Network with colleagues from other museums

· Look around the Castle’s galleries

· See the Anish Kapoor ‘Flashback’ exhibition 
"We are delighted to welcome the work of such a prestigious artist to Nottingham.  Kapoor's sculptures are truly impressive and we're excited to see them standing amongst the 17th Century architecture of the Castle's Long Gallery.” – Cllr Dave Trimble, Portfolio Holder for Leisure, Culture and Tourism

After lunch Sara Bailey, the Museums Relationship Manager for Arts Council England in the East Midlands, will:

· Explain how ACE will be supporting museums

· Talk about her role as Relationship Manager

· Answer your questions about ACE’s role and the way they will help museums
This event is FREE for staff and volunteers working at museums that are EMMS members, and for individual members of EMMS.

Museums are welcome to send more than one representative, but places are limited and will be allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.  Full details and a booking form are attached – reply quickly to avoid disappointment!
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